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SAFE TRANSPORT OF LITHIUM BATTERIES
After the September 2010 tragic loss of UPS Flight #6, a Boeing 747 in Dubai, the Federal Aviation Administration, Transport Canada and the Civil Aviation Authority of the United Kingdom joined together to develop a "Freighter Airplane Cargo Fire Risk Model" (DOT/FAA/AR-11/18).  The model was developed to assess the likelihood of US registered freighter accidents due to bulk shipments of primary and secondary lithium batteries.
 
When that model was run last Fall, it was determined that in the next 10 years the U.S. aviation industry would lose 4-5 freighter aircraft due to lithium battery fires at an average cost of $40 million dollars per crash.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The National Transportation Safety Board has made numerous recommendations for the carriage of lithium batteries aboard all-cargo aircraft.  Among those were the restriction of quantities carried in any single location onboard an aircraft and the elimination of the rule exemptions for small batteries, both of which are factors that contribute to the severity of lithium battery fires.

The Department of Transportation's Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA) has rewritten the Lithium Battery Transport Regulation and we are monitoring its' release.

There is a proposed amendment to the FAA Reauthorization Bill that would limit that regulation to standards no stricter than those contained in the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) regulations.  When PHMSA rewrote the lithium battery regulations one of the options they considered was adopting ICAO standards.  That option was rejected because:

The ICAO standard “does not address safety issues associated with small batteries nor does it limit the weight of batteries that may be carried in inaccessible compartments of cargo aircraft.”.....“Our data and research suggests that the severity of a fire involving lithium batteries is proportional to the number of batteries involved in the fire.”

It imperative to the safety of the cargo community - and the neighborhoods that they fly over - that the Amendment to the FAA Reauthorization Bill limiting the regulation of Lithium Batteries to ICAO standards not be adopted.
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